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Loudon County Planning & Codes 
2012 IRC – Residential Garage Requirements   

HVAC 
Unit 

The door from 
the garage to 
the house must 
be a 1 3/8” solid 
wood door, solid 
or honeycomb 
core steel door 
or a 20-minute 
rated door. No 
glass is allowed 
in the door 
unless it is fire 
rated. R 302.5.1 

The garage shall be separated from the 
residence and its attic area with ½” 
gypsum board applied to the garage 
side. A garage beneath a habitable room 
shall be separated with 5/8” type X 
gypsum board on the ceiling or 
equivalent. Where the separation is a 
floor ceiling assembly the supporting 
structure shall be protected by ½’’ 
gypsum board or equivalent. Table 
R302.6 

A bollard (set in 
concrete) may need to 
be installed to protect 
the units in the garage 
from vehicles. 

Ducts in the garage must be a 
minimum of 26 gauge sheet 
steel and seal the penetration. 
R302.5.2 & R302.5.3 

The ignition source of gas fired 
equipment must be a minimum 
of 18” above the garage floor. 
G2408.2 Water 

Heater 

Garages located less than 3’ from a dwelling unit on the same lot 
shall be protected with not less than ½’’ gypsum board applied to 
the interior side of exterior walls that are within this area. 
Openings shall be regulated by R302.5.1. This does not apply to 
walls that are perpendicular to the adjacent unit wall. R302.6 
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